


Three technical areas: 

• ‘Structural’ 

• ‘Geotechnical’ 

• ‘Consent Processes’ 

What  are  the main clarifications  that  might  affect  

your  work? 

Also:  

• Numerous editorial and layout changes      



“STRUCTURAL” 

 

Cracks 

Document has been amended to correct inconsistencies related to 
cracks in slabs and foundation walls 

• Cracks up to 5mm wide – no engineer involvement 

• Cracks more than 5mm wide – guidelines cover repair 

•  Type B foundation -  5mm crack criteria in table 2.3 now recognised 

as too conservative 

 



“STRUCTURAL” 

 
Table 7.1 – Wall Damage 

Additional guidance and clarification where damage has occurred to wall 
linings or framing. 

•  Diagonal cracks < 50mm long – refix panels 

•  Diagonal cracks > 50mm long – replace panel 

• Wall ‘drumminess’ to be dealt with 

• Wall ‘junctions’ include sheet joins 

 

Table 7.2 – Claddings 

Now included to help designers with light/medium/heavy (rebuild) 
decisions  

 







“GEOTECHNICAL” 

 
Investigations 

Clarification around investigation depths 

Energy rating of SPT equipment 

DPT and SWS not for primary data  

Liquefaction Settlement Calculations 

For comparison with TC2/TC3 limit indices (only), calculations may be 
limited to the upper 10m of soil profile 

Liquefaction characteristics still need to be assessed and considered 
over full depth of investigation 

Expanded methodology from subdivision section (Part D) now 
incorporated in Part C  

 

 



“GEOTECHNICAL” 

 
Static Bearing Calculations 

Clarification around specific calculations for static bearing – if you have 
less than ‘200 kPa’ or ‘300 kPa’, all is not lost.  

Multi Helix Piles 

All helixes must be within the dense founding layer, not within liquefiable 
layers or intermediate stiff layers  

 Ground Improvement Methods Type 1 & 2 

Expansion of scope beyond 10m limit on liquefiable depth – can now use 
surface crust options (densified or cement stabilised) in conjunction with 
surface structures type 1 or 2 (i.e. lightweight house on timber subfloor) 





(Text removed for clarity) 



“CONSENT  PROCESSES” 

 
Canterbury Geotechnical Database 

Reminder that geotechnical data is available on the database, but also of 
your obligation to upload data as a condition of use for the database.  

Required to  upload geotechnical data at building consent stage in any 
case. 

Format of Supporting Information for Building Consents 

Electronic template has been developed between Cera and the BCAs.  

Summarises geotechnical information, and building information. 

Will streamline consent processing. 

 




